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25 October 2021

The Prime Minister

Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP
10 Downing Street
SW1A 2AA

London

Dear Prime Minister,
Universal TRIPS Waiver

A year on since the US government’s decision to support the negotiations of a waiver of the
Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement, the deadlock at the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) to suspend intellectual property rights on vaccines remains a
critical development for the life sciences and health tech sectors.

As representatives of the UK life sciences sector, we recognise that our country will not be
safe from this pandemic until the world is safe. However, we believe that the approach
proposed by certain members of the WTO is counterproductive to tackling the inequities in
vaccine distribution across the globe.

Scientists and manufacturing experts believe that waiving Intellectual Property (IP) will not
increase vaccine production or distribution as intended because the real obstacle to universal
availability of vaccines remain — limited supply of raw materials, trade barriers, supply chain
limitations, logistical manufacturing, and specialist expertise — and we agree. Instead, the
waiver would endorse giving away critical UK technology to known states and unknown
actors. A waiver of TRIPS would rip up the global forum to adjudicate IP theft.

The UK’s life sciences sector is a group of highly innovative industries and represents a wave
of growth that generated in excess of £81bn in annual turnover in 2019 and employed over a
quarter of a million people. The success of the sector has been reinforced by the government’s
ambitious investment commitment to research and development in this country, second only
to the United States.

As you Prime Minister have alluded to earlier in the pandemic, IP promotes innovation of new
medicines and vaccines, and access to new therapeutics depends on IP incentivisation. Any
change in the IP provision sends the wrong signals and will ultimately impend investment in
the development of new medicines and lead to poorer outcomes for the patients that need it
most.

Viable UK pharmaceutical companies have backed many voluntary licensing and partnerships
to improve the scale of production of vaccines. These agreements work and have been
adopted across the world. For instance, Merck is helping to manufacture the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine and Novartis and Sanofi are helping to produce the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine.
And several manufacturers in India have licenses to produce vaccines from AstraZeneca and
others. Intellectual property is why these innovative companies have the confidence to share
their underlying data and research.

THE BRASSWORKS, 32 YORK WAY, LONDON N1 9AB

Discover « Invest « Cure



" LIFE

L]
e

~
S 4

. SCIENCES

ACCELERATION

" ALLIANCE

To improve equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines, we strongly support initiatives such as
COVAX, one of three pillars of the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator launched by the WHO,
the European Commission and France in response to the pandemic. To date, more than 344
million doses of vaccines from manufacturers AstraZeneca, Pfizer-BioNTech and Serum
Institute of India (Sll) have now been delivered to 144 participants, including most of the 92
low and lower-middle economies eligible for vaccines through the Gavi COVAX Advance
Market Commitment. The UK too has played a leading role by providing £548m for COVAX as
it works to deliver more than a billion doses globally.

We continue to be encouraged by the government’s approach to finding real world solutions
to fighting this pandemic on a long-term basis. There is an opportunity for Britain to continue
to lead the global effort against COVID-19 while retaining those critical technologies that are
pertinent to our national security and future economic growth.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours respectfully,

Sascha Berger
Partner at TVM Capital

James Selman ,é @&
Life Sciences Acceleration Alliance (UK) / =
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